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HOUSE RESOLUTION 19
(By Delegates G. Howell, Adkins, Amos, Anderson, Bell, Bridges, Browning, Butler, Campbell, D. Cannon, Canterbury, Chiarelli, Cooper, Crouse, Dean, Dillon, Dittman, Eldridge, Ellington, Fehrenbacher, Ferrell, Flanigan, Fluharty, Funkhouser, Green, Hall, Hansen, Heckert, Hillenbrand, Hite, Hornbuckle, Hornby, Horst, Hott, Jeffries, Jordan, Kelly, Leavitt, Linville, Lucas, Mallow, Marple, Martin, Mazzocchi, Miller, Moore, Parsons, Phillips, Pinson, Pritt, Ridenour, Riley, Rohrbach, Shamblin, Sheedy, Statler, Stephens, Street, Toney, G. Ward, Watt, Williams, Willis, Worrell, Young, and Zatezalo)
[Introduced February 26, 2026; referred
 to the Committee on Rules]

Requesting the Capitol Building Commission, the Secretary of the Department of Administration, and the Director of the Real Estate Division to address hazardous trees along California Avenue and Kanawha Boulevard on the State Capitol Complex grounds.
Whereas, The State Capitol Complex is a place of public service, visitation, and daily activity for state employees, officials, and citizens; and
Whereas, Numerous trees along California Avenue and Kanawha Boulevard have, over the past two years, suffered structural failures including broken trunks, falling limbs, and debris shedding; and
Whereas, These failures have resulted in significant property damage, including at least one vehicle being destroyed and multiple vehicles damaged, costing the state tens of thousands of dollars; and
Whereas, The State of West Virginia has been fortunate that no pedestrian, employee, or visitor has been struck, injured, or killed by falling limbs or trees in these incidents; and
Whereas, Trees extending over sidewalks, parking areas, and roadways present an ongoing hazard to life and property when not properly maintained; and
Whereas, Preventative trimming back to the grass side of the sidewalk, removal of hazardous trees, and replacement with appropriate species are recognized mitigation measures to protect public safety; therefore, be it
Resolved by the House of Delegates:
That the House of Delegates hereby requests the Capitol Building Commission, the Secretary of the Department of Administration, and the Director of the Real Estate Division to conduct an immediate assessment of trees along California Avenue and Kanawha Boulevard on the State Capitol Complex grounds; and, be it
Further Resolved, That the House of Delegates urges the trimming of trees back to the grass side of the sidewalk, or where necessary, the removal and replacement of hazardous trees to mitigate risks to public safety and state property; and, be it
Further Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates transmit copies of this resolution to the Capitol Building Commission, Secretary of Administration Eric Householder, and Real Estate Division Director Arlie Hubbard. 
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